The Two Men Who Invented “The Rapture”

What Is Exiled From Every Pulpit Today
Two men rewired Christianity forever. Jesus never spoke a single word they preached. Unfortunately, 50 million American Christians follow a doctrine invented in 1836, not by Jesus but by two con men. Their names were John Darby and Cyrus Scofield. One was a rogue preacher, and the other was a convicted criminal. They declared the State of Israel the Holy Land. Jesus never said that. Search every word he spoke. What you are about to see was intentionally buried, erased from seminaries, and hidden from your church pews. 
John Nelson Darby rewired Christianity from the inside. No council approved him, and no Scripture sent him. The Scofield Reference Bible, published by Oxford University Press, promoted Darby’s ideas and was secretly funded by Zionist money. This is the greatest theological hoax in American history.
Who Was John Nelson Darby?
John Nelson Darby was born in Westminster in 1800. He was educated, a brilliant member of the Anglican clergy, and a co-founder of the Plymouth Brethren. He was ordained an Anglican clergyman in 1825 and was respected and powerful, yet deeply and privately restless. In 1827, Darby suffered a serious riding accident. During his recovery, he began to question the established church's formal structure and experienced something he could not explain. He claimed to have received a divine revelation, a new understanding of scripture that no church father in history had ever taught.
In 1831, Darby co-founded the Plymouth Brethren, a small sect with enormous theological ambitions. Between 1859 and 1874, Darby made six voyages to North America. At each stop, he introduced a new doctrine: Dispensationalism—a novel system for reading the Bible that had not been seen before. Every church he touched walked away believing that God had a separate eternal plan for the salvation of the Jewish people, distinct from His plan for Gentiles.
The Dark Truth About Cyrus Scofield
Cyrus Ingerson Scoffield, born in 1843, was a lawyer, politician, con man, convicted felon, and self-proclaimed Reverend. In 1879, he was arrested in St. Louis for a series of forgeries. He served time in jail, abandoned his wife and two daughters, disappeared for years, then reappeared, proclaiming himself born again. The American Patriot newspaper described him as a lawyer, politician, and generally shy.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]In 1901, this convicted felon was admitted to New York's elite Lotus Club. Nobody arranges that alone, so how did he gain admission? Samuel Untermyer, a Wall Street lawyer and committed Zionist, served on Scofield's Lotus Club Committee. Untermyer needed a theological vehicle within American Christianity to advance his vision, and he found one in a jailbird known as “Reverend.” Together, they inserted Scofield's Zionist footnotes into a Bible published by Oxford University Press in 1909.
The following is something most seminaries refuse to teach: The “rapture doctrine” does not come from scripture. In 1830, a 15-year-old Scottish girl named Margaret Macdonald claimed to receive a prophetic vision. She described seeing believers suddenly taken up before the Great Tribulation began. Darby traveled to hear about it and to hear her describe her vision. He studied her handwritten account and then built a new theology around it. You can search the entire Bible, cover to cover, only to discover that the word rapture does not appear, not even once.
Darby assembled a framework no one before him had put together as a complete system. He built an entire end-times doctrine on a single verse: 1 Thessalonians 4:17. He reinterpreted its meaning, proposing that the return of Christ should be understood as occurring in two phases. First, a secret removal of the Church from the Earth before a period of great tribulation. Then, later, a public, visible return of Christ to the Earth. Two events in two separate stages. One unseen; one seen. This is the framework most modern Christians call The Rapture. Historians on both sides of the debate acknowledge that this two-phase framework does not appear in any systematic form in any church writing before Darby.
 From 1878 to 1897, the Niagara Bible Conferences spread Darby's rapture doctrine throughout American churches. Over 20 years, millions of Christians adopted a doctrine born of a teenager's vision in Scotland. Think about that!
When the Scofield Reference Bible appeared in 1909, it was presented as the Word of God. However, it was really a political weapon. His footnote on Genesis 12:3 read, "Cursing Israel brings God's judgment on any nation." That statement is not in the text. Unfortunately, Scofield's footnotes were formatted to look like scripture, and millions of readers could not tell the difference. 
Dwight L. Moody and Billy Sunday’s mass crusades spread the Scofield Bible to every corner of America. The Moody Bible Institute adopted Scofield's framework; Dallas Theological Seminary did, too; and then hundreds of institutions followed. By 1930, the Scofield Reference Bible was required reading in America's most powerful seminaries. Required reading!—you can already see the heresy taking over! Students were trained to treat Scofield's footnotes and Holy Scripture as equal in authority, generation after generation. In one generation, a convicted forger's footnotes became the theological DNA of American Evangelical Christianity.
Now, let's look at what Jesus actually said, because he said nothing about a political state called Israel. John 18:36, "My kingdom is not of this world." Seven words completely ignored by Christian Nationalism.
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus never mentioned supporting a nation-state. He said, "Love your enemies." In Matthew 24:2, Jesus said the temple would be destroyed, not rebuilt or restored, but destroyed! Those are His words! And in Luke 17:21, "The kingdom of God is within you, not in Jerusalem, not in a nation state, within you."
Even the Ethiopian Bible, a questionable version but one of the oldest Christian texts on earth, never taught that a modern state fulfills prophecy. None of the early church fathers, including Augustine, Origen, or Chrysostom, taught dispensationalism. Dispensationalism did not exist for another 1,800 years. In fact, Augustine taught that the church inherited the promises made to Israel.
Darby reversed 1,500 years of consensus in one generation; the U.S. accepted Christian nationalism. Here is exactly what it is, where it came from, and why it is so dangerous to your faith. Christian nationalism claims that America is a Christian nation with a God-given mandate to govern under biblical law. Early proponents of this newly adopted position include: 
· Jerry Falwell, Sr., who founded the conservative activist group Moral Majority and Liberty University, 
· Pat Robertson, who told millions on television that opposing Israel was opposing God, and millions believed him completely, 
· John Hegge founded Christians United for Israel in 2006. Today, it claims more than 7 million members, and 
· Tim Lahaye’s “Left Behind” series, which has sold 90 million copies worldwide, repackaged Scofield's doctrine as fiction, and it worked.
Today, Christian nationalist lawmakers block ceasefire votes because they believe the war in the Middle East fulfills prophecy. AIPAC identifies evangelical Christian nationalists as its most powerful political bloc in Washington.
On November 2nd, 1917, Lord Arthur Balfour, the U.K.'s Prime Minister (1902–1905) and a Christian Zionist, wrote a letter to Lord Rothschild, a banking mogul, that would reshape the entire Middle East. He believed that returning Jews to Palestine would trigger Christ's second coming. Six months later, on May 14th, 1948, Israel declared itself a sovereign state.
Dispensationalists called it fulfilled prophecy, but in reality it was decades of coordinated geopolitics. Israel captured Jerusalem in 6 days. The following year, Hal Lindsey published “The Late Great Planet Earth,” which sold 28 million copies. Darby's doctrine, born of a teenage girl's vision, now sat on almost every American’s nightstand. 
Going back even further, in 1891, William Blackstone, compiler of England’s Common Law, drafted a petition to President Harrison demanding that Palestine[footnoteRef:1] be given to the Jewish people. Who signed this letter? JP Morgan, John D. Rockefeller, and Cyrus McCormick—the wealthiest men in America. Notice that this was never a grassroots-led movement. It was a petition demanding the land, while the people already living there were ignored. [1:  There has never been an independent, sovereign nation named Palestine.  The area we call “Palestine” today has always been under another country’s control.] 

The Rothschild banking dynasty funded political Zionism across Europe. Balfour wrote his letter directly to them. Scofield's European research trips were funded. His Bible had financial backing that no seminary professor ever explained. Professor David Lutz wrote, " Untermyer used Scofield to inject Zionist ideas into American Protestantism." Inside that private New York club, a deal was struck, and a theologian was manufactured from a criminal.
Dallas Theological Seminary was founded in 1924. Scofield's explicitly dispensationalist doctrine became the foundation of the institution. Every mega church that unconditionally supports Israel today traces its theology directly to one fraudster's footnotes. Today, CBN, TBN, and Daystar, Christian television empires, are worth billions. They were all built on the Darby-Scofield theological framework. Christian Nationalist political action committees now funnel billions to any politician who pledges unconditional support for Israel.
The Dead Sea Scrolls say nothing about dispensations, a modern state, or a pre-tribulation rapture. The non-canonical Book of Enoch describes the coming Son of Man and a spiritual kingdom, not a nation-state or a political flag. Galatians 3:28 says, “there is neither Jew nor Greek.” Paul dismantled ethnic dispensationalism with that single sentence. 
Unfortunately, there are “preachers/teachers” in your church right now, reading Scofield and treating his footnotes as the Word of God. 
Today, this minute, open your Bible and remove the footnotes. Read only what Jesus said. Then everything you were told changes. Absolutely everything! Jesus said his kingdom was not of this world. He meant it. But Darby rewrote it, and Scofield got paid to publish it. This is what they buried. Don't let them bury it again. Jesus never said this. Darby did. Scofield profited. And millions of believers are still being duped into believing a heresy.
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